THE MARATHAS REPULSED

the fort, he sent a demand to Wakhatsinhji for payment
of the annual levy. Wakhatsinhji refused to comply
with the request, and prepared to resist the Marathas at
Sihor. Babaji Apaji now advanced, but was unable to
compel the surrender of Wakhatsinhji in spite of the most
determined assaults which were made.

Finally the Marathas were obliged to retire, but in
the following year they again marched against Wakhat-
sinhji at Bhavnagar, determined this time to be successful
at all costs. The Marathas entrenched themselves near
the Gadhechi River, and for ten days maintained a con-
tinuous artillery fire on the town. The assault was,
however, beaten off, but the town had been severely
battered, and Wakhatsinhji perceiving that in the end
he must be beaten, agreed with a good grace to pay the
tribute demanded, on receipt of which Babaji Apaji
raised the siege and retired.

Wakhatsinhji had now made peace with all his prin-
cipal enemies, with the exception of Unadji Gohel of
Palitana. In A,D. 1806 Jadeja Kumbhoji of Gondal came
to Bhavnagar to mediate between the two Gohel chiefs,
and he carried some weight since his son had married
Wakhatsinhji's daughter. His efforts ended in success,
for Wakhatsinhji and Unadji became reconciled at Lavarda,
the latter making his kinsman a present of the village of
Kngli, near Talaja, to commemorate the occasion.

In the next year Colonel Walker, on behalf of the
British Government, entered Kathiawad with the Maratha
army, and with his advent a new era was opened, making
the year A.D. 1807 for ever memorable in the history of
the peninsula.
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